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From the Parish Priest 

 
It is a great pleasure that I can hand to you the 

very waited upon Financial Report for St 

Gregory’s. 

The Parish Finance Team have put a lot of 

effort into preparing this report, and producing 

it to provide meaningful data.  Thank you 

team. 

There are many new faces around the Parish which is fantastic to see.  We 

want to be a place where people can feel they belong and are valued.  It also 

must say that we are doing something right if we are growing. 

My understanding of a Parish is that it is a place that is alive and active with 

many activities happening.  It is not just a place to come to Mass and to go 

home again.  It is a place where, if you want to be involved in activities then 

there are many things to do, from friendship groups, bus trips, adult faith 

formation, social gatherings, prayer groups and much more. 

Thank you again for your being part of our community.  Always feel free to 

come and share your thoughts. 

 

Blessings,  

Father Troy  

 

Parish Bush Dance 2019 
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Summary 
Over the past few 

years the Parish 

has invested in 

much needed 

repairs, 

maintenance and 

renewal, including 

refurbishing the 

pews, replacing 

the carpet in the 

church and 

improving the 

accessibility of the 

church and 

facilities. This has 

resulted in 

expenditure 

exceeding income 

over a number of 

years, however 

2019 has seen the Parish return a balanced result, which is excellent news.  

The positive result has been in part due to a concentrated effort to reduce costs during the 

year, although that may not be immediately evident from the graph of Overall results to the 

left. This is because 2019 also included work on the restoration work at the historic St 

Gregory’s church, which accounts for approximately $70,000 of expenditure during the year.   

The increase in income has been from the receipt of a State Government grant to assist in 

the restoration work, and also from our generous parishioners who made special donations 

either to support the restoration work or for the Parish more generally.  

The following sections of this report highlight each of the major areas of income and 

expenditure, with the detailed accounts included at the end, for parishioners interested in 

the numbers. Please contact the Parish office or email Queanbeyan.Finance@cg.org.au if 

you have any queries or would like to discuss anything in this report further.  
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Where does the money come from? 

1. Regular Giving 
Regular giving, either as part of the Planned Giving 

Program, or placed in the second collection at Mass 

each week, provides the majority of funding used in 

keeping the church and Parish office open. This money 

does not go to some central location; but stays right 

here in Queanbeyan and helps support the Parish 

mission. There has been a steady increase in giving 

over the last two years, as new families join the parish 

and existing parishioners review their contributions. 

We have been conservative in our budget for 2020. 

The Planned Giving Program is particularly important, 

as it provides the Parish with confidence to commit to 

additional regular expenses. Some of the priorities 

when they are able to be supported could include employing a pastoral care associate to work with 

Father Troy and the different Parish Ministries.    

2. Donations and Bequests 
Donations in 2019 were received through the votive candle stand, the Tap machine (that was introduced 

this year), a $50,000 donation and other specific purpose donations from parishioners towards the work 

being done to restore St Gregory’s Church.  The Parish has also benefited from non-financial donations, 

such as the air conditioning in the church and the fans in the pews, both gifts from parishioners that 

have helped to make us more comfortable in the hot weather! In addition, many parishioners 

voluntarily donate their time, energy and talents, assisting the parish to be well maintained and to 

achieve its goals. Such work includes, but is not exclusive to cleaning, painting, gardening, administrative 

assistance, repairs and maintenance, design, grant applications, cabinet making, catering and hosting, 

sewing, event management, and in many other ways. So it can be seen that the generosity of 

parishioners in practical ways is saving the parish a very significant amount. 

3. Other Income 
Other income includes payments received for conducting weddings, funerals and baptisms in the parish. 

This year it was a joy to celebrate many more baptisms than in the two previous years, and we look 

forward to the opportunity to accompany these new Catholics on their faith journey. Other income 

comes from the receipt of interest on parish funds invested in the Catholic Development Fund, and from 

hiring out facilities to like-minded groups. While the latter has not been a feature of recent years, at the 

end of 2019, the parish agreed to rent St Gregory’s church to St Gregorio’s Indian Orthodox church 

community to celebrate services each week, and we will be looking for similar opportunities to use the 

resources we have been entrusted with in 2020. While not shown in the graphs below, in 2019 the 

Parish also received a Government grant to assist in the renovations of St Gregory’s Church.
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Where does the money get spent? 

1. Supporting the Parish’s mission 

There are two main areas of 

expenditure that allow the 

Parish to operate and celebrate 

the liturgical life of the Church. 

The first of these is employing 

people and having the transport 

available to make pastoral visits 

as required. Expenditure here 

has been fairly steady in the last 

few years, however staffing 

levels have been reduced in 

2020, as part of the effort to 

deliver a balanced budget.   

 

The second major area of expense is the necessary spending to keeping the premises open 

and safe. This is similar to household expenditure, although on a greater scale, and includes 

insurance, utilities and rates as well as maintenance costs and consumables in the church 

and office. 

As noted in the Summary section, after some necessary investment in repairs and 

maintenance for 

the church and 

presbytery in 

recent years, 

2019 saw a 

focussed effort 

to reduce 

discretionary 

expenditure, 

particularly in 

the 

administration 

and repairs and 

maintenance 

areas (excluding 

the work at St Gregory’s Church). There is also no major expenditure in these areas planned 

for 2020, and this has helped to deliver a balanced budget.
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2. Education and other events 
 

This category includes the sacramental programs, retreats, study groups, talks and 

pilgrimages run in the parish, as well as 

social events like the Bush dance, puzzle 

night and mosaic sessions. It also 

includes income and sales for the piety 

stall. The goal is for these events to pay 

for themselves, and this was achieved in 

2019. 

For 2020, we have budgeted for a 

modest number of events, however it 

would also be wonderful to expand this, 

to continue to support parishioners in 

growing our faith. Providing that any 

additional events are cost neutral, this will not impact the overall outcome against our 

budget.  

 

 

3. Donations and payments to the Archdiocese 
 

The parish is also called 

on to contribute to the 

Archdiocese 

throughout the year. 

The contribution to the 

Archdiocese is means-

based; and allows the 

Archdiocese to ensure 

each parish is 

appropriately 

supported. 
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St Gregory’s Parish, Queanbeyan 

RCIA candidates: Rite of election 

enrolment at St Christopher’s  

Cathedral 2020 

Ash Wednesday 2020 

Marriage of Natalia Pelle and Taylor Lee: 

St Raphael’s 30 November 2019 

Moments of 

encounter 

with Christ 

and others 

St Raphael’s: dressed for Lent 2020 



 
 

  

 

Parish bus trip to Wollongong: 

 Nan Tien temple January 2020 

Nativity scene St Raphael’s 2019 

St Raphael’s annual Memorial Liturgy: 

led by the Bereavement Team. 

Believe and Belong  

to build church  

in this life and in the next 

Mosaic Cross activity led by Nicola Gomes: 2019 

Parish bus outing to Boorowa / Galong 2019 
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Financial accounts 
 

Financial performance  
 

2020 
BUDGET 

2019 
ACTUALS 

2018 
ACTUALS 

2017 
ACTUALS 

          

Income         

Direct giving 163,300   $163,603  $154,064  149,112  

Donations and Bequests 2,400   $66,700   $8,582  25,389  

Functions and Ceremonies 19,900   $21,849   $20,991  31,550  

Sale of religious items 3,000   $2,989   $3,948  2,912  

Sundry income 22,300   $56,848   $10,702  16,354  

Education recoupment 21,200   $23,857   $17,507  8,908  

Income  $232,100     $335,846   $215,794   $234,225    

          

Expenses         

Administration costs  42,523  $43,158   $69,390   64,199 

Motor vehicle costs  9,520  $9,586   $11,680   10,041 

Education resources  18,600  $22,354   $34,313   33,491 

Salaries and wages  111,850  $127,114   $118,630   122,049 

Insurances  31,370  $29,088   $30,138   29,502 

Donations / Quotas  8,250  $7,866   $8,438   16,948 

Property expenses  2,550  $3,087   $1,157   1,265 

Repairs and Maintenance  4,000  $71,464   $24,425   53,786 

Capital expenses  600  $8,385   $19,618   5,170 

Presbytery expenses  1,000  $2,359   $15,374   9,852 

Expense  $230,263     $324,461   $333,163   $346,303    

          

Net Result  $1,837     $11,385  -$117,369   -$112,078    

          

          

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marriage of Leisa Lasker to James Baird in St Gregory’s Church 2019 

Retreat at Galong 2018 



 
 

St Raphael’s Sacred Space: Lent 2020 

St Raphael’s Commemorative Wall Anzac 

2019p 


