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1st Reading –    A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be 
ashamed. 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. 
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 

he provides me with speech.  Each morning he wakes 
me to hear, to listen like a disciple. 
The Lord has opened my ear. 
For my part, I made no resistance, 
neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, 
my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 
I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by 
the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; 
I know I shall not be shamed. 

Responsorial Psalm— 
Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2 

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

1. All who see me deride me. 
They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 
let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.) 

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. 
I can count every one of my bones. (R.) 

3. They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O Lord, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me! (R.) 

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren 

and praise you where they are assembled. 
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 
all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ (R.) 

2nd Reading –  
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

He humbled himself to become like us and God raised 
him on high. 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling 

to his equality with God but emptied himself to assume 
the condition of a slave,  and became as men are, and 
being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to 
accepting death, death on a cross. But God raised him 
high and gave him the name which is above all other 
names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in 
the underworld,  should bend the knee at the name of 
Jesus  and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord,   to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Matthew 27-11 54 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

Please join us in virtual reality for Holy 
Thursday and Easter Vigil mass which will 
available to view via our facebook page and 
parish website.    

Year A 

5th  SUNDAY OF LENT  PALM SUNDAY        
PASSION OF THE LORD  

4 & 5 April  2020 

Reflection by Fr Michael Tate  

Jesus entered Jerusalem, not as a warrior in the tradi-
tion of King David as many had hoped for, but riding 
simply on a donkey. The disciples and the crowd ap-
plauded him, but they proved fickle in their support. On 
the other hand, Jesus remained steadfast in his com-
mitment to non-violent revolutionary change of the reli-
gious and political systems so as to establish the reign 
of God. Why did he renounce marshalling human and 
angelic warriors to further his cause? First, Jesus em-
bodied God-for-us, and God does not want the destruc-
tion of those he has created out of love. Second, Jesus 
had a premonition that an armed revolt would lead to 
the destruction of Jerusalem and the dispersal of the 
Jewish people (as occurred in 70AD). Third, another 
Gospel (Luke) recounts that as Jesus laboured up 
Mount Calvary he turned to some wailing women and 
said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, 
weep rather for yourselves and for your children.’ He 
knew that they suffer grievously in armed uprising. This 
is seen in barbaric reality in our own time with women 
being tortured and raped in campaigns of terror, traf-
ficked into sexual slavery, suffering the loss of sons, 
husband and lovers. We could take a moment to pray 
that the Church of the 21st century, successor of the 
pacifist Church of the first three centuries, may enter on 
a new period of reflection on these issues, grappling 
with the desire to protect the innocent, yet always chal-
lenged by the man on a donkey, Divine Prince of 
Peace.  



The 'First Collection' is for the parish priest. The contributions made are deposited into the Central   
Presbytery Fund from which the clergy are paid their annual stipend. With the closure of churches     
parishioners have little  opportunity to contribute to the stipend of their parish priest.   If you would like to 
continue contributing to the 'First Collection' then you can deposit directly into the Central Presbytery 
Fund account, Catholic Archdiocese of   Canberra & Goulburn.    BSB:    062 786      No:   0000 29248          
Central Presbytery Fund        Thank you.  

For those who are not currently contributing to the second collection “planned giving” by electronic 
means, if it is possible for you to convert from envelopes to credit card or direct debit payment it would 
help the parish out greatly.   Please contact the parish office for assistance in making the change.   
Your support would be appreciated.   

We have directive from the Archbishop through Government direction that  Churches 
are to be closed 24hrs each day due to the COVID19 virus. 
This means there are NO church services on weekdays or weekends.  Baptism and 
baptism preparation sessions have been postponed until further notice.  Graveside 
funerals only with a maximum of 10 persons, including celebrant.   
 

If you are able to access the internet you can search for Mass on Demand, which is live 
streamed daily from 6am on the Catholic Voice website. Additional resources for 
personal and family prayer are also available on www.catholicvoice.org.au 

 

A Prayer At A Time Of The Coronavirus Pandemic - https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/2020/03/A-PRAYER-AT-A-TIME-OF-THE-CORONAVIRUS-PANDEMIC.pdf 

Online Mass and Prayer Resources - https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/2020/03/Online-Mass-and-Prayer-Resources-18032020.pdf 

 

Please pray for our sick in the parish: Majella Etheridge, Grahame Lasker, Regina 

Paredes, Allan Dunk, John Church, Trishy Mary Rankin, Don Cameron, Juliet B Estabillo, 

Rosario B Surmielda, Katheryn Sealey, Emmanuel Corpuz,Carmelo Bautista,  Elisabeth 

Smyth, John Warner, Gywen McIntyre, Florence Bowell, Anthony McGlynn, Helen Fraser, 

Antonietta Comparelli.  

 

May they rest in peace:  Maurice (Bob) Bobbin (Fr Troy’s dad), Reginald Halliburton , 

Giuseppe Larobina, Roma Banks, Anthony Donohoe,  Glennis Alexander.  

 

Anniversaries: We also pray for Doreen O’Flaherty,  Gregory & Raymond Woodward,          

Fr Tom O’Reilly, Marjorie Curtis , Peter Gladden,   Reginald Wells  whose anniversaries occurs 

at this time. 
 

Reflection 

The events of Palm Sunday are a preparation for the week of the passion, death and resurrection of 

our Lord Jesus.    What are the lessons we can learn from this event? To begin with, Jesus ex-

pressed the need to borrow a donkey. This is indeed a paradox—a combination of divinity and   

dependence, of possession and poverty. A consequence of the Word assuming human flesh. This 

was so characteristic of Jesus—he borrowed a boat from a fisherman from which to preach; loaves 

and fish from a boy to feed the multitude; a grave from which he would rise; now he borrows a     

donkey to ride into Jerusalem. Just as he needed a service from the owner of the donkey, he needs 

the service from each one of us. However, small and insignificant his request may be, one thing is 

certain: “The Master needs it”. Jesus needs our daily service. It may be in our families, places of 

work, communities, parish and society. We are called to share his blessings with    others, to share 

our time and our resources and reflect his love to people struggling in life. During this Holy Week,  

et us keep on asking him: “Lord, what do you want from me?” 

The Parish office hours are Tuesday and Thursday 9.30 am to 1pm, contact by either  email 
or phone.   The office is closed on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.    Fr Troy can be         
contacted by calling 0418 621 020 or troy.bobbin@cg.org.au or queanbeyan@cg.org.au.    
Outside of these hours, the parish emails and phone messages are checked regularly.    


