
 
 ST GREGORY’S PARISH – NORTHERN MISSION:  

 
 
 
 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 2 June 2020  5.30 – 6.45pm 

MINUTES 

 
Members: Selina Stanford, Chair; Fr Troy Bobbin, Parish Priest; Deacon Chris Van Gessel; Veronica Hall, School 
Representative; Elenore Karpfen, Finance Committee; Mary Dorrian; Gretchen Bell; Elizabeth Holland; Benji and 
Sheryl Reyes; David Sealey; Mel Unwin; Catherine Elton; Chris Emmett 
 
Apologies: All members present 
Minute taker: Catherine Elton 

Welcome: Selina Stanford 
 
Acknowledgement of Country:  Gretchen 
We wish to acknowledge that we are in the country of the Ngunnawal People. 

We pay respect to their elders.  

We acknowledge the memories of their ancestors and celebrate their continuing culture. 

We acknowledge the deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 

Opening Prayer    Mel 

2.0  May meeting minutes and action items (refer attached)  
       Moved: Chris Van Gessel        Seconded: Mel Unwin 

3.0  Parish initiatives 

3.1 Liturgy team – purpose and key goals for the year Mel 
Had a workshop with Phil Billington last Tuesday to set goals for the rest of the year. 
Minutes from Liturgy meetings will be tabled. 

Why have a Liturgy Team? – to bring together a group of people who are passionate about Liturgy and 
our parish, who are able to work with the people of the parish to create Liturgies that encourage active 
participation and promote a deeper understanding of our faith, to support liturgical groups in their 
ministries, and to plan liturgical celebrations that are special to our parish. 
 
Liturgy Team Goals – Create a Liturgical calendar for 2020, plan the Liturgy for our re-opening and 
parish feast day mass (Sun 6th Sept 2020), find ways to assist people to comfortably move back in to the 
rhythm of mass by taking opportunities to explain our regular gestures/postures/responses that maybe 
we’ve never understood or forgotten the theology about. 

3.2 Parish Pastoral Plan 2020-2022 (PPP) – update on status Selina 
Individual PPC members chose their key priorities as a means of planning towards  
work groups that will work on specific goals.  

Selina will devise a summary of the Parish Pastoral Plan for distribution to parishioners at the 
September Welcome back mass celebration. It was suggested the summary also be available in 
the four most common cultures represented in our parish.   

Our Parish is a vibrant community inviting everyone to encounter Christ. 

Our mission is to go and make disciples, to be a servant to each other and to be a people who reach out to those in 
need. We are guided by the life of Jesus, sustained by the love of God and inspired by the light of the Holy Spirit. 



4.0  Focus Areas: 

4.1 PPC to decide on the Parish Pastoral Plan’s action priorities (does our Covid-19 experience 
change how we assess these?) Selina 

Faith formation 
Faith learning for all life stages 
Culture of invitation / engaging new seekers 
Service to others; both within the parish and externally 
Music at all masses as enrichment 

Not more than four of these options will be chosen as top priorities for the remainder of 2020. It is 
important that we don’t set too many goals, as this would be difficult to achieve in the time remaining 
this year. 

4.2 Welcome back mass – 9am, 6 September 2020. What is currently planned and what would the 
PPC like to see included? Selina / Troy 

                    A major celebration incorporating the following foci 
                          * Big welcome back to mass following the restrictions imposed due to the COVID virus 
                          * St Gregory’s Feast day: (Thursday 3 Sept) 
                          * Father’s Day 

                    The Liturgy Committee will prepare all aspects of the liturgy for mass. The PPC are asked to take  
                    the lead in welcoming people back, and in the after mass event. Wear a name tag so  
                    parishioners know who is on the PPC from this time forward. Is this a suitable time for the   
                    commissioning of PPC members? 

                    Suggestion was made to hold an informal PPC meeting a couple of weeks beforehand to          
                    prepare what we are doing – taking a lead from the Liturgy team.  

5.0  Reports:  

5.1  Finance: report attached Elenore  
 There was a strong performance in January and February. This has masked a poorer 
performance in March and April. It appears there will be an overall deficit this year due to 
reduced income from Planned Giving envelopes and Sunday loose money. The annual budget 
has been revised due to COVID and the consequent reduction in income while the church has 
been closed or restricted in numbers. 

It is suggested we get the 2019 previously completed report out to parishioners now, with an 
explanation of changes due to COVID. Distribution can be in person at masses, via the website, 
facebook, and email. A notice is to be included in the bulletin. 

5.2  School  Veronica 
*  Erin and Kate are currently holding enrolment interviews for Kinder2021 
*  Students have been engaging in Reconciliation Week with handprints and music 
*  Teachers are starting the formal reporting process. The CEO has changed reports in light of 
the current situation 
*  St Gregory’s school have successfully received a grant for some bulbs from Floriade. They will 
be planted in the front of Lowe St campus 
*  Most students are back to face-to-face learning 

5.3 Parish matters Troy 

 6 September 2020 – Celebrate St Gregory’s feast day and the welcome back to mass for 
the community 



 RCIA commences in 2 September 2020. What is the PPC’s role in this? 
For further discussion in the next meeting. 

 Plans to re-ignite the importance of responses in the mass. 

Final prayer:  Troy – Psalm reflection (and guide for PPC members to lead these in future meetings) 

How can the PPC meeting be improved? 
Could reports please be emailed to the Chairperson and the Parish Office for distribution prior to meeting? 

Next meeting: Tuesday 7 July 2020 

Action Items 
TASK PERSON RESPONSIBLE OUTCOME 

Ask trustees for permission re 
purchase of investment property 
in 2020 

Elenore Karpfen  

Write to Archdiocese re Solar 
Panels so they can be informed 
and have the opportunity for 
input. 

Elenore Karpfen  

Are there government grants 
available for the purchase of 
solar panels? 

Elenore Karpfen  

Parish Pastoral Plan 2020-2022. 
Selina and Mary to finalise the 
wording of goals and strategies 
in the next few weeks. 

Selina and Mary Draft completed 

Parish content to be included in 
learning packs being distributed 
to school students? 

Parish / School Staff Troy discussing with Veronica 
Hall 

Selina to summarise the Parish 
Pastoral Plan 2020-2022 into 
booklet form for parishioners, to 
be provided when the church 
opens for mass again. 

Selina Draft completed 

 

 

 

 

 


