
ST GREGORY’S PARISH – NORTHERN MISSION:  
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday 8 December 2020  (Optional: mass 5.30 - 6.00pm) 6.00 – 7.00 pm 

 

Our Parish is a vibrant community inviting everyone to encounter Christ. 

Our mission is to go and make disciples, to be a servant to each other and to be a people who reach out 
to those in need. We are guided by the life of Jesus, sustained by the love of God and inspired by the 
light of the Holy Spirit. 

 

MINUTES 

Members: Selina Stanford, Chair; Fr Troy Bobbin, Parish Priest; Veronica Hall, School Representative; Gretchen Bell; 
Elizabeth Holland; Benji and Sheryl Reyes; David Sealey; Mel Unwin; Chris Emmett 
Minute taker:  
 
Apologies: Elenore Karpfen, Finance Committee; Deacon Chris Van Gessel, Catherine Elton 

Welcome: Selina Stanford 
 
Acknowledgement of Country:  Selina 

Come Holy Spirit  All 

Opening Prayer  Troy 

1.  November meeting minutes:   Moved All agreed       
 

2.  Parish Pastoral Plan progress noted – update spreadsheet provided 

 

3.  Goal 1: Encounter – Invitation and Welcome   

3.1 Advent program – Troy briefly explained the Advent program  

- Church open 6.30-9pm Tues, Wed and Thurs each week in Advent, with a number of 
different prayer experiences to be offered (outlined in the bulletin each week) 

- PPC encouraged to attend. 

4. 2020 reflection and 2021 ideas   

4.1 Everyone wrote down their response to the following questions and shared with the group.  

- What did we do well in 2020? 

- What could we have done better? 

- What am I grateful for? 

- What would you like to see us do in 2021?  

 Detailed responses to the questions are attached to these minutes. 

  



 

5.  Reports:  

4.1 St Gregory’s School Report        Veronica 

 Last Wednesday there was an End of Year mass via Teams. 
 Tomorrow is the year 6 thanksgiving mass, with one parent allowed to be present. 
 Advent – Monday morning prayer by class & visits to the church. 
 Parent-Teacher interviews by phone. 
 Next year – one extra class per year from now on, starting with Kinder in 2021. Over 700 students. 
 Using the Brisbane curriculum next year (link below). Fr Troy will bring these teachings into the 

parish.  

https://curriculum.bne.catholic.edu.au/Curriculum/LearningArea?learningAreaName=Religious%20
Education 

4.2 Finance – report provided by Elenore  

 

5  Other Business 
       * Discussion around thanking parishioners and other people who have provided services to our 
parish during the year. Ideas were discussed around whether to provide certificates, whether to have a 
celebration of parish gifts with some formation / encouragement for parish ministry in the next year. 
We decided on having a ministry celebration event at the end of February 2021. 

Final prayer:   Selina 

Next meeting: Tuesday 2 February 2021 at 6pm. 

 
  

https://curriculum.bne.catholic.edu.au/Curriculum/LearningArea?learningAreaName=Religious%20Education
https://curriculum.bne.catholic.edu.au/Curriculum/LearningArea?learningAreaName=Religious%20Education


 

PPC member 2020 reflection and 2021 ideas   

All PPC member responses from the December 2020 meeting are summarised below:  

 

What did we do well in 2020? 

Led by the Holy Spirit we created a statement about who our parish is, bringing light to the way we will go 
forward.  

Being open to trying new ways of doing things and seeing them more as Spirit filled opportunities and less 
as processes. 

PPC raised ideas for better plans in our parish. We did our best to serve our parish through our ability. We 
had good communication so that everyone is heard, according to the needs of our parish. We had good 
leaders to lead us for better parish. 

I have observed that the PPC are doing great in terms of planning what is best for the community / 
parishioners. 

Meeting regularly either face-to-face or by Zoom and interacting with each other outside the meeting. 

The pastoral plan. 

Keeping things going through COVID. 

The greeting program. 

We were able to complete the renewed Parish vision and mission. Our words were formed with the spirit 
of cooperation and care. 

We have brought our community together even though we had to take care because of COVID. 

We kept together as much as we could. 

Tries new ideas, such as online mass. 

Taking communion to the sick and housebound. 

We established a contact list. 

Added the vision and mission statements to our prayers. 

Different roles – readers / commentators 

Display Board 

Listen to each other, open and honest responses. 

Advent Art. 

Increased church opening hours (during Advent). 

School newsletter linked to Parish website. 

Different prayer opportunities – Taize, meditation 

Vision and mission statement. 

Facebook messages. 

As a PPC we started a real conversation about being invitational to those outside our current parishioners. 

 

 



 

 

What could we have done better? 

More ways & more commitment to remaining connected to our brothers and sisters while we couldn’t 
meet. 

Because of COVID, we should have more involvement of youth in our parish. 

To reach out closely to those in need. Give spiritual and moral support. 

Continue what the PPC are doing, continue to be committed to being a servant to each other, especially 
continue to live life with a life like Jesus. 

Happy with as is. 

I think we did fairly well through a tough year but maybe making sure we stay in contact as much as 
possible. 

Given the difficulties of the past year I think we have done well. I don’t think we could have done too much 
better. 

We have done a good job throughout the year considering the difficult times that we have had. 

Keeping contact with more people. 

Read notes / paperwork – commitment. 

We could have embraced online communications / capabilities more effectively. 

 

 

What am I grateful for? 

Personal growth & deeper understanding of community relationships. 

Being tested to step out of normal comfort by being a responsible PPC member. 

This parish community that gave me a chance to serve happily and wholeheartedly. 

Parish leaders, especially Fr Troy and PPC Chairs, for allowing us to share ideas. 

That my wife and I became PPC members of this parish and really feel that we belong to this community. 

The friendship and learning about parish issues, people listen to each other and agree / disagree. 

For having a strong faith community, which was strong this year. For my faith and my God. 

The fellowship of our group – our respectful responses to each other – our prayerfulness. 

For the opportunity of being on the PPC so that some of my concerns were spoken about.  

For so many people wanting to get involved. 

Opportunity to work with others. 

Flexible thinking. 

Open communication. 

The support provided to me in my first year as PPC Chair and the parish office increased efforts when 
COVID hit. 

 

  



What would you like to see us do in 2021? 

Offer more connecting activities. 

Provide faith pathways - Alpha, RCIA & beyond 

More teachings, especially involvement of youth in our parish. 

Involve other people who want to serve in our parish. 

Continue to reach out to those brothers and sisters to lead them to church. 

To strive for new people to be involved and more groups giving short accounts of activities at PPC meetings 
(5 mins). 

I would like to see us reaching out to others in a strong way. 

Adult Education. 

Complete our parish plan. 

Just keep improving what we have done this year and getting all our ideas and mission done. 

Get back to our social gatherings & trips. 

Set up a group who could take our elderly priests to the doctors, shopping or just visit, send them a card 
for their birthday / Christmas. 

Adult Education. 

Looking at ways to connect youth. 

More targeted inclusion of our brothers and sisters from overseas. 

Community – justice v’s charity. 

Using PPC members’ strengths to help them take on something that they are passionate about and for 
them to work with others to make relevant plans, take action and report to the PPC. 



Action Items 

TASK PERSON RESPONSIBLE OUTCOME 
Locate book of bible quotes for use 
on message board (and general plan 
required for the message board) 

Troy with support Tie quotes in with the relevant Advent 
gospels. 

Group to come up with an action 
plan for what to do differently post-
Covid?  

Chris Emmett, David Sealey 
and Selina Stanford 

On hold until the relevant time. 

Organise for new RCIA candidates to 
attend Alpha prior to 
commencement of the next RCIA 
program.  

Troy Bobbin and Selina 
Stanford 

Next Alpha will now commence in 2020. 

Homily focussing on the parish 
Vision and Mission statements. 

Troy Has commenced with more to come. 

 

What can we do now to connect with those not at mass? 
Focus area Person/s 

responsible 
Progress update 

Email / newsletter 
What’s going on? 
Include the Bulletin and 
a link to the parish facebook. 

 No response to request for a volunteer to 
help with the email or a newsletter. 
Amend the bulletin to include information 
for those not at mass? Ask parishioners to 
pass it on to someone they know who’s 
not attending mass. 

CSYMI 
Prayer reflection. Forward link / make 
accessible to all. A focus for a joint 
prayer gathering on zoom. 

 This could also be included in the parish 
email. 
It could also be the focus for a joint prayer 
gathering. 

Prayer partners 
Those able to attend mass, and those 
not currently attending mass, to 
maintain community by praying for 
each other in a partnership. 

 Align this concept with the RCIA program 
starting next year. 

 


