
Please pray for our sick in the parish:  Ivanka Kozic, Janene Hallpike, Ian McAdam, Vincent Spiteri,  

Denis Bell, Mary Michael (Sr Clare’s mother), Fr John  Fitzgerald (USA),   

John  Redenbach, Michael Gled,  Jack Sealey, Regina Paredes, Allan Dunk, John Church,  

Trishy Mary Rankin, Juliet B Estabillo, Rosario B Surmielda, Emmanuel Corpuz,  

Carmelo Bautista, Elisabeth Smyth, John Warner, Gywen McIntyre, Florence Bowell,   

Anthony McGlynn,  Helen  Fraser. 

May they rest in peace:  Ramsey Howard, Anne Coonan, Brenda Stanford, Domenico Barilaro, Veronica 

Neich, Brian Rowley,  Ruth Tokesi, Brendan Laurie, Jennifer Mifsud, Raewyn Bastion. 

 

Anniversary of Death:  Mario Storti, Jolan Bogsanyi, Rocco Ciccolini, Anthony Cliff, Jimmy Warner,  Timothy 

Keating, Fr Adrian Cork, Fr Giuseppe Canova, Cleve Taylor, Eva Dunchue, Nik Kramaric, Woodward family 

Baptisms:   Harriet Tame, Oliva Morgan, Rosie Segrott 

HOMILY by Fr Michael Tate       On Catholic Dogs 

All of us are aware of the atrocities being committed in Iraq by ISIS. The slaughter of innocent Christians, Yazidis, and 
members of other Muslim sects has horrified us all.    We can hardly imagine the diabolical hatred between religious and 
ethnic groups which could lead to such descent into barbarism.  On a lesser scale, differences between ethnic or       
religious groups can lead to profound chasms of intolerance opening up between them.    In our Lord’s time, the division 
between Jews and Pagans was very profound. Pagans (most often called gentiles), were outside the chosen people, the 
children of God, and there was a long history of antagonism.   

This is the setting for this remarkable gospel story. 

A pagan woman approaches a Jewish man: Jesus. The disciples react to a woman causing a commotion. 

She is causing a commotion, but for a good reason. She begs Jesus to heal her daughter with whom she maternally 
completely identifies: ‘Have mercy on me.’ 

He comments: ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.’ He is confirming his healing mission to the Jews. 
She and her daughter don’t qualify!               What is going on?  

We know that the Prophet Isaiah was a great favourite and exemplar for Jesus. Jesus could open a scroll and quote 
passages which guided his own understanding of his mission. Jesus had evidently taken Isaiah’s picture of a           
transformed Jewish people being a light to the pagan nations who would then be attracted to worship God in the right 
way. 

That is the two-stage sequence which Jesus has embarked on.    Jesus therefore gives a very dismissive answer to the 
woman: ‘It is not fair to take the children’s bread and throw it to the house dogs.’ The children are obviously the Jewish 
people, and so Jesus’ response is very confronting. 

This remarkable woman, this remarkable pagan woman, stands her ground and engages in a verbal joust with Jesus! 
She decides to give him as good as she got! She argues: ‘Yes, Lord, but even the house dogs get the crumbs that fall 
from their master’s table.’     What a fantastic response!       Jesus recognises her faith and the daughter was healed. 

What a fantastic woman! 

She, a pagan woman, helped Jesus see that his liberating mission, his healing, saving mission, was not a careful        
two-stage affair, Jews first, pagans later. His saving mission was for all those who had faith in him – wherever and           
whenever.     This story was treasured and remembered in the early church and then put into writing in the Gospels. 
Why? 

Because the biggest crisis facing the early church was relations between Jewish Christians and possible pagan converts 
who wanted to be followers of Jesus. This story would have been told to show how Jesus extended his saving mission 
to non-Jews in Pagan territory.   That is good news for us, Gospel for us, Gospel for billions of non-Jewish people over 
the course of history since then and into the future. That is why we are truly ‘Catholic’, which, as you know, is the Greek 
for ‘universal’, ‘world-wide’. 

This woman is the one whose story was treasured as opening up the Church to being truly universal – a home for all 
people – a place where the ‘whole’ of humanity can be made ‘whole’ in every way.     That is what it means to be 
‘Catholic’.     Could this Canaanite woman be celebrated as the first ‘Catholic’? 
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We are planning mosaic workshops over 2 days: Sat 29/8 & Sat 5/9 in the morning tea area, under the guidance of 

our own mosaic superstar Nicola.    Due to popular demand & social distancing requirements, places are limited.  

Contact Mel 0418226308 to reserve your spot. 

                                  
 

 

                                                                          
 

 

St Raphael’s Church  Lowe Street Queanbeyan 

St Gregory’s Church  Molonglo Street Queanbeyan 

 

St Mary’s Church BUNGENDORE 

St Joseph’s Church GUNDAROO 

St Bede’s Church BRAIDWOOD 

Sts Peter & Paul  HOSKINSTOWN 

St Brigid’s Church  KRAWARREE 

St Patrick’s Church MICHELAGO 

We acknowledge the original  
owners and custodians of this 
land and pay respects to the 
elders past and present and all 
deceased members of the 
Ngunnawal people.  

VISION:  Our Parish is a vibrant community inviting everyone to encounter Christ. 
MISSION:  To go and make disciples, to be a servant to each other and to be a people who reach out 
to those in need. We are guided by the life of Jesus, sustained by the love of God, and inspired by the 
light of the Holy Spirit. 

 

PARISH TEAM 

Fr Troy Bobbin PP  
Fr Peter Day Associate Priest Bungendore/Braidwood 

Deacon Chris Van Gessel 
 

OFFICE TEAM 

Queanbeyan:    Lorraine, Rita, Catherine 

Bungendore:     Maureen, Mary   
Braidwood:       Br Brian  Pastoral Assoc, Helen 

 

ST GREGORY’S SCHOOL  
Acting Principal – Mrs Erin Marmont   
 

ST BEDE’S SCHOOL       
Principal -  Trish Ferlitsch 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

9am-3.30pm Tuesday, Thursday, Friday    

Closed  Monday and Wednesday 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Address: 47 Lowe St, Queanbeyan 

Postal: PO Box 175 Queanbeyan 2620 

Phone: 6299 4611  
Email:  queanbeyan@cg.org.au 

             troy.bobbin@cg.org.au 
   queanbeyan.sacramental@cg.org.au 
   queanbeyan.finance@cg.org.au 

Web:      www.stgregsqueanbeyan.com 

Facebook: St Gregory’s Parish Queanbeyan 

SAINT GREGORY’S FAITH COMMUNITY QUEANBEYAN 

One thing I ask from the Lord, this 

only do I seek; that I may dwell in 

the house of the Lord all the days of 

my life.  

15 & 16  August 2020  

Twen<eth   Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A     

A LIGHT TO BE RECOVERED 

Pope Francis reminds us “if we want peace of soul and happiness, then believe, but if you want to be a follower of truth then seek” 

There is an urgent need, to see once again that faith is a light, for once the flame 

of faith dies out, all others begin to dim. The light of faith is unique, since it is    

capable of illuminating every aspect of human existence. A light this powerful   

cannot come from ourselves but from a more primordial source: in a word, it must 

come from God. 

Faith is born from an encounter with the living God who calls  us and reveals his 

love, a love which precedes us and upon which we can lean for security and for 

building our lives. 

Since Christ has risen and draws us beyond death, faith is also a light coming from 

the future and opening before us vast horizons which guide us beyond our isolated 

selves towards the breadth of communion. We come to see that faith does not 

dwell in shadow and gloom; it is a light for our darkness. Dante, in the Divine   

Comedy, after professing his faith to Saint Peter, describes that the light as a 

“spark, which then becomes a burning flame and like a heavenly star within me 

glimmers”,  it is the light of faith that I would now like to consider, so that it can 

grow and enlighten the present, becoming  a star to brighten the horizon of our journey at a time when we are particularly in 

need of light.  A FEAST FOR THE EYES AND THE HEART.  Let’s make Christmas EXTRA SPECIAL this year. We need to 

have something to look forward too. Let us fill our church with Christmas cheer, for the most exciting event to happen this 

year, THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR.  

h�p://www.va�can.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20130629_enciclica-lumen-fidei.html  



  

         
Sunday 16 Aug 2020 

Twentieth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time A 

First Reading                                 Is 56:1.6-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain. 
Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with 
integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my integ-
rity be manifest. 

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord 
to serve him and to love his name and be his servants 
– all who observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and 
cling to my covenant – these I will bring to my holy 
mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of pray-
er. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accept-
ed on my altar, for my house will be called a house of 
prayer for all the peoples.  

Responsorial Psalm 

(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you! 

1. O God, be gracious and bless us  

and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 

and all nations learn your saving help. (R.) 

2. Let the nations be glad and exult  

for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples, 
you guide the nations on earth. (R.) 

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us his blessing 

till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.)    

 

Second Reading          Rom 11:13-15. 29-32 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The gifts and call of God are irrevocable. 
Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the 
pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being sent, 
but the purpose of it is to make my own people envi-
ous of you, and in this way save some of them. Since 
their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world, do 
you know what their admission will mean? Nothing 
less than a resurrection from the dead! God never 
takes back his gifts or revokes his choice. 

Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, 
and now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, 
so those who are disobedient now – and only because 
of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy mercy 
eventually. God has imprisoned all men in their own 
disobedience only to show mercy to all mankind. 

Gospel Acclamation                            Mt 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 

and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel                     Mt 15:21-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Woman, you have great faith. 
Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman 
from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of Da-
vid, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a 
devil.’ But he answered her not a word. And his disci-
ples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she 
wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ 
He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel.’ But the woman had come up and 
was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He 
replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and 
throw it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; 
but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from 
their master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, 
‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be grant-
ed.’ And from that moment her daughter was well 
again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Antiphon 

With the Lord there is mercy; 
in him is plentiful redemption. 
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MOTHER TERESA MASS AND  NOVENA 

The Missionaries of Charity sisters would 

like to invite you to join us in  celebrating 

Mass for the Feast Day of our  Mother, St 

Teresa of Calcutta, at 9am on Saturday  5  

September, at St Raphael’s Church. Leading 

up to the Feast Day, we also invite you to 

join us for our  Novena Masses to Mother  

Teresa at 5.30pm each night from 27 August

- 4 September, in St  Raphael’s church.   

 

 

Saturday 15 August 5.30pm 

 

Acolyte:   M Harriden 

Readers:  R Lohmann     K Smith 

Ministers of Communion:   
K Wheatley        N Priest 
Altar Servers: T Harriden    J 
Saji 

 

  

Saturday 22 August 5.30pm 

 

Acolyte:   Prasad Boteju  
Readers:  B Peart   K Wheatley 

Ministers of Communion:   
K Green        extra person needed 

Altar Servers:   

Sunday 16 August 9am  
Acolyte:  F Faatamala 

Readers:  T Wood      S Stanford  
Ministers of Communion:  
R Gillett    R Hala 

Altar Servers: M Staniforth 

 Sunday 23 August 9am  
Acolyte: T  Wood 

 Readers:   R & C Hobbs 

Ministers of Communion: N Pelle 

L Matchett   
Altar Servers: M Staniforth  G Bruno 

Sunday 16 August 5.30pm  
Readers:  B Strahorn 

  Sunday 23 August 5.30pm  
Readers:  S O’Sullivan  

WEEKEND MASSES  
IN THE MISSION 

 

St Raphael’s Queanbeyan 
Saturday …………….. 5.30pm  
Sunday ……….9am & 5.30pm 
 

Hoskinstown ……….11.00am 

1
st
 Sunday of month only  

 
Michelago ……………5.30pm 
2

nd
 Saturday of month only 

 
Gundaroo …………….9.00am 
3

rd
 Sunday of month only 

 

Bungendore Sunday ..8.30am 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES  

IN THE MISSION 

St Raphael’s Queanbeyan 

Monday ……………....no mass 

Tuesday ……………….5.30pm 

Wednesday …………..12 noon  

Thursday……………….7am 

Friday ………………………….12 noon 

St Mary’s Bungendore 

Wednesday………………….9.00am 

 

George Forbes House  TBC 

1st  Wednesday…10.00am 

Warrigal (Kawaree)       TBC 

2nd Wednesday……..11.00am  

Qbyn Nursing Home     TBC 

4th Wednesday  …... 11.00am 

 

Exposition & Adoration 

St Raphael’s 

Fridays………..11:00-11:55am

  

Reconciliation 

St Raphael’s—by appointment     

  

Baptisms  

St Raphael’s  

3rd & 4th Sundays…..10:30am 

Baptism Presentations  

TBC  

Marriages     By appointment  

 

Right of Christian Initiation 

of Adults (RCIA) Please call 

the Parish Office for inquiries, 

recommencing 2nd September 

Cancer Support Group 

1st Wednesdays…….12.30pm 

Ph: 6297 1912 for inquiries. 

Gluten Free   Consecrated 

Hosts are available at all 

masses at St Raphael’s. 

Please notify the priest of your 

requirements before Mass. 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

Little Sparks children’s liturgy  
each weekend after the 9am Sunday Mass 

Resumes in Term 4—October 

Monday Friendship Group  
A social gathering for men and women.  
Lowe St Meeting Room. 10-12noon.  
Wednesday Prayer Group  
An opportunity to explore the gospels.  
Lowe St Meeting Room.      1.30-3pm.  

Why we do 
the things we do 

Postures and gestures at Mass 

In celebration of the mass we 

raise our hearts, minds, and 

voices to God. As creatures 

composed of body as well as 

spirit, we also pray with our 

bodies. During Mass we 

assume different postures: 

standing, kneeling, and sitting. 

We also make a variety of 

gestures: bowing, signing 

ourselves, shaking hands as a 

sign of peace, (although this 

gesture is in the process of 

change at present) Processing 

to the altar. These postures 

and gestures are not merely 

ceremonial. They carry a 

profound meaning when done 

consciously, with 

understanding our faith. 

Through these postures and 

gestures, we participate in the 

liturgy more attentively. So 

over the next few weeks we 

will look at each of the 

gestures to uncover the deep 

meaning behind them.    

Women’s Reflection Afternoon 

Saturday 29 August  2-4.30pm Livestreamed to 

all corners of the  

Archdiocese. Participate at home or gather with 

friends wherever you have internet   access.   

The afternoon will include two      inspiring talks 

and several short guided prayer experiences 

provided by local prayer groups and movements.  

Hosted by the Archdiocesan Women’s Taskforce.          

Enquiries Email catholic.women@cg.org.au   

or ring/text Lara on 0429 192 869 

RSVP  

www.bit.ly/WomensReflectionAfternoon  

Selina Stanford will be hosting a small group 

in Queanbeyan for anyone wanting to watch 

this reflection in the company of others. If 

you are interested in watching as part of a 

group, you will still need to register yourself 

and then let Selina know that you’d like to 

be part of the group. She will then forward 

you the details. 

Contact Selina by 
email  sstanford2000@gmail.com or call / 
text on 0438664110. 

Parishioner contact details: 

The parish office is planning to provide           

parishioners with informa�on via email in the 

near future. If you have not previously provided 

your details to the parish office could you please 

email them on queanbeyan@cg.org.au and     

provide them with the following informa�on: 

Name                        Mobile number 

Email address  

Thank you. 


