[bookmark: _GoBack]Why we do
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Ritual is Performance 
Although it might seem evident, it is worth saying that liturgy is first and foremost something that all believers are invited to do. It is a performance. Liturgy is something that is done.  It does not exist in books, but come to be at particular places and times as people get together to enact it. Liturgy’s meaning is only realised in the doing. The rite of baptism can be discussed and analysed , but baptism happens when,  in a moment of ultimate seriousness, one person immerses another into the baptismal waters in context of a community’s tradition and its understanding of the consequences of doing so.
Second, Liturgy is a performance that makes a difference. Ritual words and action do not just express feelings they make things happen. 


